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US Military Bases in the Gulf:
A “String of Pearls” Strategy

SUN Degang

( Sun Degang Ph.D Professor at the Middle East Studies

Institute of Shanghai International Studies University)

Abstract Different from its military base deployment in Saudi Arabia and Iraq
which encountered consistent ups and downs the US military bases in Kuwait
Qatar Bahrain UAE and Oman remain relatively stable. The US military bases in
the aforementioned five countries constitute a “string of pearls” stretching from
north to south in the Gulf 1. e. the north bases in Kuwait the central bases in
Bahrain and Qatar and the south bases in UAE and Oman. The functions of the
US “string of pearls” are three-folds: handling Traqi chaos and countering “Islamic
State” radicals in the North deterring Iranian threat in the East and curbing Yem—
eni sectarian conflict in the South. The US military bases have formed a security
wall against the multi-dimensional threats against the US predominance and the US
allies” sovereignty in the region. It connects us military bases in Turkey in the
North with the bases in Djibouti in the South forming a larger “String of Pearls”
in the Middle East.

Key Words US and the Gulf; Overseas Military Base§ “String of Pearls”; the
Gulf Cooperation Council; the Middle East Terrorism
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