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Global Review

world trade and the U.S. regional strategy. Secondly, the government should
implement top-level design and improve laws and regulations; Finally, the
government should control risks, produce replicable and scalable experience of
administrative system and market reform.

Economic Structural Transformation of Ruhr Region and Its Implications

HU Kun

Since the 1960s and 1970s, a large number of old industrial areas with optimal
factor advantages have met with development predicament one after another,
turning from engines for economic growth into problematic areas labeled “old
industrial regions” and making the transformation of old industrial areas a global
issue. There are successes and failures in addressing this problem, which the Ruhr
region—the focus of the article—has all experienced. Based on the Crisis Theory
and Path-dependence Theory advocated by the French Regulation School, the
author attempts to analyze the two transformation strategies for Ruhr. First, from
the end of the 1960s to the late 1980s, despite a series of innovative and adaptive
policies, the transformation endeavor in this period failed due to the functional,
political, and intellectual lock-in as a result of path dependence. Afterwards,
considering that unitary structural policies fell short of accommodating diverse
regional conditions, an indigenization initiative was unveiled as a core policy for
industrial region transformation, which on the one hand regarded region as the
main subject of structural transformation to replace the declining coal-steel
complex enterprises and transform the vertical coordination mechanisms for Ruhr
into horizontally integrated ones, and on the other hand, enlist intra-regional actors
to build a system of regional innovations and improve various factors within the
new growth structure. Based on a systematic review of policies and ideas relevant
to Ruhr’s structural transformation, this article attempts to deepen the
understanding of world economic landscape from an economic spatial perspective
and provide some reference points for transformation of old industrial regions in
China.

On External Powers’ Foreign Military Bases Obtaining in the Middle East
and Islamic Regions and Its Implications to China

SUN Degang and DENG Haipeng

One of the crucial research questions on foreign military bases is how great powers
obtain their foreign bases. This article puts forward six hypotheses, i.e. colonial
rule, peaceful transference, military occupation, alignment, aid provision and local
residents’ evacuation. To test the hypotheses, this article investigates the U.S.,
British, French, Russian, Japanese and Indian military deployments in the Middle
East and Islamic regions. The research shows that military alignment and aid
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provision are two major means for the outside powers to deploy their military
forces in the region; colonial rule is an essential means for the British and French
to deploy military bases abroad; military occupation is an important means only to
the US in Afghanistan and Iraq; peaceful transference and local residents
evacuation are supplementary and marginal approaches for the great powers. China
has no overseas military bases, despite of its various military presences, such as the
navy convoy in Somalia waters, the Middle East peacekeeping troops, among
others. To better play its role of evacuating expatriates, providing navy convoys,
protecting overseas nationals, safeguarding shipping routes, combating terrorism
abroad, and protecting crucial investment projects as well as providing other
humanitarian assistance, it is a great necessity for China to build task-based logistic
bases in the Middle East and Islamic regions. China’s obtaining of such overseas
installations, different from Western powers’ obtaining of overseas military bases,
relies on political negotiations and diplomatic consultations with the host nations
instead.

On Approaches and Principles of Effective Providence of Multilayer Public
Goods for Dealing with International Problems

ZHA Xiaogang and ZHOU Zheng

Public goods can be classified as four levels of global, regional, national and local
public goods, the former two being international public goods and the latter two
domestic. From the perspective of public goods, current international problems are
mainly caused by three reasons: the short supply of international public goods,
which is mainly the result of deficiencies in hegemony and international
institutions; the negative externalities produced by the short supply of domestic
public goods, which is mainly the result of the mismatch of the regime form and
national conditions; and the wrong application of multi-level public goods, for the
lack of specific differentiating principles. Domestic public goods are generally
more efficiently supplied than the international public goods as it has better
mechanisms in cost financing, public choice, application differentiation and
transfer payment. In order to promote the supply of domestic and international
public goods, it is useful to use the approaches like increasing the fit-to-purpose of
a regime form to national conditions and utilizing the functional mechanisms of
domestic public goods to international public goods. The correspondence principle
and the principle of subsidiarity can also help to ascertain which levels of public
goods to be composed together to deal with a specific international problem. In
addition, the complementarity and competitiveness between different levels of
public goods are serviceable to increase the quantity and quality of their supply.
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