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The US Strategy in the Gulf Region within the Trap of
Iran and Iraq Issues

YANG Jiemian

Abstract The US strategy in the Gulf region, seriously challenged by the diversification and
proliferation of crises in the Middle East, met a series of setbacks following its military occupation of
Iraq in 2003. Trapped dually by Iraqi internal chaos and Iranian nuclear issue, Bush administration and
its followers will have various strategic choices, including “predominance and preventive maneuver”
strategy, “Debacle-Prevention” strategy, the strategy to “restore stability, deterrence and containment”,
and the strategy to restore a cooperative order. The US government can hardly find a way out between
the dilemma of dominating the Gulf region and being trapped, unless Bush administration abandons its
hegemonic strategy and readjusts its strategic target.

Key Words US Gulf Strategy; Big Power Relations; The Gulf Regional System
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