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Sixty Years of China’s Foreign Strategy
towards Developing Countries

LIU Zhongmin

emerged from the course of the world decolonization,

constitutes an important part of the international system and
an important force in pushing for the transformation of the system.
During the six decades of its glorious diplomatic history, China as
a developing country and as an important member of the third
world has persistently regarded the unity and cooperation with
developing countries as the foundation of China’s diplomacy.
Today, thanks to the emergence of the newly emerging powers,
China and many other developing countries, and the burgeoning
of regional organizations of developing countries, they have
become an important force for pushing the transition of
international system. The unity and cooperation between China
and developing countries are more diversified in forms and richer
in contents. Their relations are entering into a brand new era. This
essay tries to generalize China’s foreign practices by examining
China’s foreign strategy towards developing countries over the
sixty years since the founding of new China.

The developing countries, as a group of nation-states

I. China’s Foreign Strategy toward Developing
Countries in the Three Decades before
Reform and Opening-up

Three periods can be identified in China’s foreign strategy
towards developing countries in the pre-reform years, namely, the

LIU Zhongm is Professor and Deputy Director of the Institute of Middle East Studies, Shanghai
International Studies University.
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period of “leaning to one side” in the 1950s, the period of
“anti-imperialism and anti-revisionism” in 1960s and the period of
“one line and one mass” in 1970s. The three decades saw the
decolonization movement, national independence, unity and
cooperation among developing countries via Bandung Conference,
Non-alignment movement and G77, which became an important
international force. Albeit China made two important adjustment
to its foreign strategy during the pre-reform period, China made
no change in the policy of supporting the developing countries,
which laid a strong foundation to the unity and cooperation of
them.

Mao Zedong had attached great importance long ago to the
struggle of national liberation in colonial and semi-colonial
countries and to its significance in the world configuration and
through which Mao assessed the situations of world and of China
as well. He pointed out as early as in August 1946 when meeting
with Anna Louise Strong, “There is a vast immediate belt
sandwiched by US. and Soviet Union, consisting capitalist
countries, colonial countries and semi-colonial countries in Europe,
Asia and Africa. The U.S. reactionary will by no mean attack the
Soviet Union until it has subdued those countries.”® Here, Mao
Zedong had already been aware that U.S. harbored no intention to
invade the Soviet Union, but “to incorporate the Western
countries and the vast number of countries and semi-colonial
countries into its own sphere of influence”, hence to seek U.S.
hegemony in the world.2 Mao then had been preliminarily aware
of the special status of the newly independent countries in the
bipolar system.

Mao Zedong clearly noted in meeting with the visiting British
Labor delegation in 1955, “Of the people in the vast intermediate
area, 1.4 billion are on the Asian and African continents in
addition to the Europeans. All of them are our allies against U.S.
invasion.”® In the meantime, as the emergence of many newly
independent countries and the opening of Bandung Conference in

@ Selected Works of Mao Zedong on diplomacy, Central Document Press and World Knowledge
Press, 1994, p.59.

® Ye Zicheng, Diplomatic Thought of New China: From Mao Zedong to Deng Xiaoping, Beijing
University Press, 2001, p.128.

® Selected Works of Mao Zedong on diplomacy, Central Party Literature Press and World
Knowledge Press, 1994, p.205.
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1955, the third world began to appear in the international arena as
an independent force. China thus became more aware of the
common and similar fates, which constituted the important basis
of the relations between China and developing countries. During
the Bandung Conference, the late premier Zhou Enlai noted, “The
majority of Asian and African countries and peoples have been
suffering, and are still suffering today, the disaster and bitterness
inflicted by colonialism...By being on common basis to search for
eliminating the bitterness and disaster, it is too easy for us to
understand and respect each other, to sympathize and support
each other, but not to suspect and fear of each other, nor to
dismiss and oppose each other at all.”" Based on the above
understanding, China clearly regards supporting Asian and
African countries of their national independence and liberation as
an important part of China’s foreign policy. Mao Zedong noted on
the party congress in 1956, “We must provide active support to
the national independence and liberation movement in Asia,
Africa and Latin America and to the peace movement and the just
struggle of all the countries across the world.”® China will “stand
on the same frontline” with developing countries”, “joining hands
in opposing imperialism and colonialism”.®

In 1960s, Mao’s idea of “intermediate belt” altered greatly,
highlighting the view of two “intermediate belts”, i.e., “One part
of belts refers to Asia, Africa and Latin America, the economically
backward countries. The other part refers to the imperialist
countries and developed capitalist countries mostly in Europe.
The two parts equally oppose the U.S. control.”® This proposition
indicates the shaping of the theory of “three worlds”. Mao used
the term of “third world” for the first time in his talks with an
American friend by saying, “U.S. is resisted by the two “third
worlds”. The first third world refers to the Asia, Africa and Latin
America. The second third world refers to mostly the European
capitalist countries, highly developed and some even

" Selected Works of Zhou Enlai on diplomacy, Central Party Literature Press, 2001, pp.120-121.

* Xinhua Semimonthly, No.20, 1956, p.1.

¥ Selected Works of Mao Zedong on diplomacy, Central Party Literature Press and World
Knowledge Press, 1994, p.403.

Y Selected Works of Mao Zedong on diplomacy, Central Party Literature Press and World
Knowledge Press, 1994, p.508.
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imperialist...”® Of course, the “third world” Mao used here is but
the idea “intermediate belt” in other words.

Mao noted in meeting with Zambian President in 1974, “I
view U.S. and USS.R. as the first world. Japan, Europe, Australia
and Canada, the centrists, are the second world. We are the third
world. All of Asia, except Japan, is the third world. The entire
Africa is the third world. So is the Latin America.”® The theory of
the division of three worlds aims at calling for unity of the broad
developing countries and associating with the second world to
join hands in countering the hegemonism of U.S. and U.S.S.R. Mao
is clear to ascribe China to the third world. Therefore, China and
the third world countries should support and help each other.

It took three decades for Mao’s “intermediate belt” to
transform to the third world theory, which coincided with the
national liberation movement, Bandung Conference, the birth of
non-alignment movement, G77, thanks to the rise of the third
world. This indicates that China is gradually looking up the
international status of developing countries. The theory of three
worlds not only pointed out the direction of the unity and
cooperation between China and developing countries, but also
constituted the core component of the first generation of the party
leadership in terms of international strategy. With the guideline of
the theory of “intermediate belt” and “three worlds”, China’s
basic foreign strategy towards developing countries can be
analyzed as follows:

1. Supporting Developing Countries for Their National
Liberation and for Establishing International New Order

Between 1950s and 1970s, supporting developing countries
for their national liberation and national independence were major
contents of China’s policy towards developing countries. China
strongly supported nations and peoples in West Asia and North
Africa in struggling for and maintaining their national
independence. China actively supported Egypt, Iraq and Lebanon
in their national liberation struggles and Palestine in its legitimate
struggle for recovering the right of a state. China supported

© Selected Works of Mao Zedong on diplomacy, Central Party Literature Press and World
Knowledge Press, 1994, p514.

® Selected Works of Mao Zedong on diplomacy, Central Party Literature Press and World
Knowledge Press, 1994, p.600-601.
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Angola, Guinea-Bissau and South Africa for their struggle against
imperialism, colonialism and racism. China supported Angola,
Zaire and Afghanistan in their struggle against Soviet Union. In
Latin America, China supported Cuban revolution, supported
Panama in its legitimate struggle for retrieving the authority of
- Panama Canal and supported Dominican for their struggle against
U.S. arms invasion.

Between 1960s and 1970s, the Latin Americans launched
struggles for their maritime sovereignty to 200 miles and the G77
launched struggle for maintaining economic rights of developing
countries within the UN scope, which constituted the major
manifestation of the developing countries in their struggle for
establishing new order of international economy. China greatly
supported for the struggles. In 1974 on behalf of the Chinese
Government to attend the special session of the UN General
Assembly, Deng Xiaoping first expounded to the world of the
identity and tasks of the developing countries and the approaches
China held to eliminate unjust and unfair phenomenon in
international politics and international economics. The speech was
broadly agreed by the developing countries.

2. Providing Developing Countries with Free Economic Aid

Between 1950s and 1970s, China provided developing
countries with great amount of free economic aids aiming at
consolidating their political independence. As Zhou Enlai pointed
out, “China is a nation liberated just recently. We are economically
backward and have to reach complete economic
independence...But as we are well aware that economic
independence is very significant to consolidating political
independence. We are willing to make contribution to helping the
economic development of them, though China is itself pursuing
economic construction.” ¥

During his visit to Africa from the end of 1963 to early 1964,
Zhou Enlai put forward eight principles of China’s foreign aid. As
he was back home from the visit, Zhou pointed out, those
principles “not only apply to African countries, but also to Asian
and other newly emerging nations.” ® “Our aid to brother

% Xie Yixian, Contemporary China’s Diplomacy, Chinese Youth Press, 1997, pp.172-173.
® Shi Lin, Contemporary China’s Foreign Economic Cooperation, China Social Science Press,
1989, p.43.
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countries and newly independent countries is aimed at
strengthening their strengths and thereby offsetting the strength of
the imperialism, which ends up also as a great support to
ourselves.” ® The Ministry of Foreign Economic Liaison had
consecutively held five working meetings on foreign aid for the
purpose. China’s foreign aid grew constantly from 1950s to the
mid-1970s (see the following Table). Especially, China’s aid
accounted for annually 5.88% of the national budget in the first
half of 1970s, of which 6.92% in 1973.2 Between 1970 and 1978,
China had established 470 projects in 37 countries, exceeding the
total number of the projects in the previous 16 years between 1955
and 1970 and its expense amounted to 159% of the total in the 21
years from 1949 to 1970.¢ Africa is a key destination to China’s
foreign aid. China provided 36 African countries with over $2417.6
billion of economic aids between 1956 and 1977, accounting for
58% of China’s total foreign aids.®

China’s foreign aids (1953-1980) ($1million)

Regions 1953-1960 1961-1969 1970-1975 1976-1980
Average Average Average Average
Africa 4 46 319 94
Asia 160 172 310 160
Europe - - 8 6
Latin Am 8 4 24 3
Oceania - - - -
Total 172 222 6613 263

Source: Li Anshan, “China’s Aid to Africa: Adjustment and Shift”, West Asia and Africa,
2006, No.8, p.15.

China’s foreign aid played a great role in promoting economic
development of developing countries and at the meantime won
China political prestige in developing countries, laying profound
basis for good relations between China and developing countries

% Wang Taiping, PRC Diplomatic History (1956-1969), World Knowledge Press, 1998, p.190.

® Shi Lin, Contemporary China’s Foreign Economic Cooperation, China Social Science Press,
1989, p.69.

® Shi Lin, Contemporary China’s Foreign Economic Cooperation, China Social Science Press,
1989, pp.6--61.

® W. Weinstein & T.H.Henriksen (ed.), Soviet and Chinese Aid to Afvican Nations, Praeger, 1980,
pp-117, 121.
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since. It is “epically symbolic” and heralding a road of
non-western South-South cooperation put in motion, as a foreign
scholar put it referring to the political importance of the China’s
aid to Tanzania-Zambia railway.® Of course, downsides remain in
China’s unilateral foreign aid, e.g., the foreign aid outstrips
China’s own strength; the over-reliance of some countries on
China’s foreign aid; things go contrary to the wishes as in the
cases of Albania and Vietnam, which all are historical lessons left
behind by the unilateral aid.

3. Supporting Unity and Cooperation of Developing
Countries

First, based on “seeking commonality and reserving
difference” and “five principles of peaceful coexistence”, China
settles historical leftovers and promotes unity and cooperation of
developing countries. China puts forward “five principles of
peaceful coexistence” to drive out the suspects on China held by
some newly independent countries, for instance, when China is
dealing with historical leftovers with India and Burma. Zhou Enlai
repeatedly emphasized “seeking commonality and reserving
difference” between developing countries on Bandung conference.
The essence of “five principles of peaceful coexistence” and
“seeking commonality and reserving difference” is in other words
the mutual respect, mutual equality and no interference in internal
affairs of other countries. This not only laid a profound basis for
good relations between China and developing countries, but also
made important contribution to the unity and cooperation of the
Asian and African countries. Although China experienced
contradiction and conflict with some developing countries
thereafter, China has never had its unity with the third world
adversely affected thereof. For example, the non-alignment
movement emerged in 1961 when China’s relations with India and
Yugoslavia, the two important initiator of the movement, soured
though; China’s attitude towards the movement was not affected.
On the contrary, China highly appreciated and actively supported
the movement of anti-imperialism and anti-colonialism.

Secondly, China actively mediated to promote unity of the
developing countries. For example, Egypt’s relations with Arab
world dramatically aggravated when Egypt and Israel had

" J.K Nyerere, “South-South Dialogue and Development in Aftica”, Uhuru, May 23, 1979.
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reconciled. In:order to maintain Arab unity, Deng Xiaoping and
other Chinese leaders did a great deal of mediation in Arab
countries. Deng pointed out, the solution to the Middle East
problem is ultimately up to the unity and association of the Arab
countries. He hoped Arab countries not to sunder their relations
with Egypt. With efforts made by multiple parties, Arab countries
resumed their relations with Egypt one after another and Egypt
finally returned to the League of Arab States.

II. China’s Foreign Strategy to Developing
Countries in Three Decades Following the
Outset of Reform and Opening-up

Since the outset of reform and opening-up, China reexamined
the features and theme of the era and broke up thé previous
ideological restraint or the traditional diplomatic restraint of
setting the U.S. and Soviet blocs as a criterion of making friends
and foes hence China developed the diplomatic strategy of
independence and non-alignment and made an important
readjustment in foreign policy. Over the three decades of reform
and opening-up, unity and cooperation with developing countries
have been the basic footage of China's diplomacy. China
continued its traditional friendship and cooperation with
developing countries, though China developed and readjusted the
contents and forms of the relations, which ended up with renewed
dynamics and vigor.

1. China Will Side with the Third World Forever, but Never
Take the Lead '

Since 1980s, especially since the end of cold war, part of the
developing countries has been severely squeezed by the western
hegemonism and power politics, hence they expected, to different
extents, that China took head to balance. In face of the situation,
Deng Xiaoping made an overall examination of the theme of the
era and started from the principle of China’s foreign policy, i.e.,
independence and non-alignment, to put forward the strategic
thinking that China “will side with the third world forever, and
will never take the lead”. The strategy reconfirms two principles
of China’s relations with developing countries:

First, China will not change the strategic foundation of its
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relations with developing countries. As a member of the third
world, China will forever maintain the common interest of the
developing countries. Deng Xiaoping pointed out, “Up to 1980s or
actually to 1990s, even to the 21st century, China’s foreign policy is
mainly two sentences: one is anti-hegemonism to maintain the
world peace. The other is that China belongs to the third world
forever. China belongs to the third world not only presently, but
also when China has developed in the future. China shares a
common fate with the third world. China will never claim
hegemony, never bully others and will side with the third world
forever.”®

Second, China stands with the third world against
hegemonism, but will not assume the leadership of the third
world. Deng Xiaoping pointed out, “We should not take the lead.
This is the fundamental policy of China. We cannot afford the
leadership. We are not strong enough. The taking the lead comes
with no benefit, but rather will lose initiatives.” Deng added,
“Pursuing hegemomism is ill-reputed, of the same is true to take
the lead of the third world.” “China will side with the third world
forever. China will never claim hegemony. Never will China take
the lead, either.”® Deng implies that assuming the leadership of
the third world would not conform to the China’s foreign policy
and national interest, nor in the interest of the unity and
cooperation of the third world. But Deng Xiaoping stated at the
same time that “not to assume the leadership” does not mean to
do nothing. The major forms of doing something are to actively
push for establishing new order of international politics and
economics.”®

As showed by the practice of foreign strategy since reform
and opening-up, China carried out the policy of maintaining the
interest of developing countries as a long-term strategy, which
manifested in pushing for multi-polarization of international
configuration, establishing international political and economic
order and establishing an enduring peaceful, co-prosperity, and
harmonious world. Hu Jintao pointed out in his report at 17th
Party Congress, “We will continue to increase solidarity and

“ Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping, Vol.l11, People Press, 1994, p.56.
* Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping, Vol.IlI, People Press, p.365.
© Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping, Vol.II, People Press, 1994, p.365.
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cooperation with them, cement traditional friendship, expand
practical cooperation, provide assistance to them within our
ability, and uphold the legitimate demands and common interests
of developing countries.”®

2. To Reject Ideology Diplomacy and to Have Friendship and
Cooperation with All Developing Countries

China divided friends and foes by references of its relations
with U.S. and Soviet Union between 1950s and 1970s, which
severely affected China’s foreign relations. For example, China
maintained little relations with countries that closely associated
with US. in 1950s; and in 1960s and 1970s, China’s attitudes
towards the third world countries were up to their attitudes
towards Soviet Union.® By the early 1980s, China developed
all-directional independent and peaceful foreign policy to jettison
the great-power-alignment diplomacy, which prompted a
comprehensive development in China’s relations with developing
countries. China had established or restored diplomatic relations
with 24 countries between 1980 and 1990.® The unanimity rate
between China and the third world in the UN voting, which
showed the interest of developing countries, increased from 58%
between 1971 and 1976 to 85% between 1984 and 1987.®

From 1980s and with advent of 21st century, along with the
bilateral relations between China and developing countries,
China’s relations with the regional organizations of developing
countries boomed. The cooperation relations were more
diversified in forms and richer in contents. Shanghai Cooperation
Organization was established by China, Russia and Central Asian
countries. ~ SCO  members  signed  the  long-term
good-neighborhood cooperation agreement and have entered into
a stage of comprehensive and pragmatic cooperation. China joined
the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia as the first
non-ASEAN country. ASEAN-China (10+1), ASEAN-China, Japan
and ROK (10+3) have made great achievements in their
cooperation. The Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC)

® Hu Jintao's report at 17th Party Congress,
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2007-10/24/content_6938749 10.htm.

®Yan Shengyi, Contemporary China’s Diplomacy, Fudan University Press, 2007, pp.196-197.

© Sun Yongsheng, PR.C. Diplomatic Qutline, Gansu People’s Press, 1996, p.320.

®K S. Boulder, China and the World New Directions in the Chinese Foreign Relations, Westview
Press, 1989, pp. 153-154.

42 Global Review vol.2 no.2 Sep/Oct 2009



Sixty Years of China’s Foreign Strategy towards Developing Countries

was established by China and African countries. China succeeded
in hosting FPCAC Beijing summit in 2006, which was the largest
international conference with the most number of leaders showed
up ever held in PRC history. The conference is of great importance
to cementing and developing China’s friendship with African
countries. The China-Arab Cooperation Forum was established by
China and the League of Arab States in 2004. China succeeded in
hosting the ministerial conference of the China-Arab Cooperation
Forum in 2006.

3. From Unilateral Economic Aid to Mutual Benefit

China has shifted the concept of the theme of era from the
term “war and revolution” to the term “peace and development”
in the early 1980s. China therefore shifted the foreign relations of
politics and economics from “economy for diplomacy’ to
“diplomacy for economy”.® Since 1980s, “equality, mutual benefit,
diversity of forms, efficiency and co-development” has become the
basic guideline to China’s economic cooperation relations with
developing countries. With the advent of 21%t century, China
attached more attention to economic diplomacy with developing
countries and probed new forms of bilateral economic cooperation.
China and developing countries have increasingly come into a
new economic cooperation relationship of mutual benefit,
win-win and co-development.

With the outset of reform and opening-up, Deng Xiaoping
spotted the limitation of the massive, unilateral economic aid. He
stressed on paying attention to the method and effeciency of
foreign aid. He pointed out, “We should recognized that our aid to
the third world in the past is correct. Strategically speaking, we
shall provide aid in a considerable amount when we have really
developed. China should not forget that point when China has
developed. On the issue of aid, policy should continue, which is
the eight principles. But the concrete methods should be revised to
really benefit the recipients.”® Thanks to that direction, the
Ministry of Foreign Economic Liaison held a nation-wide foreign
economic conference in March 1980 to issue the foreign economic
policy of insisting on internationalism, the eight principles of

* Qu Xing, Five Decades of China Diplomacy, Jiangsu People’s Press, 2000, pp.440-441.
* See Wang Taiping, PRC Diplomatic History (1956-1969), World Knowledge Press, 1998,
pp.721-722.
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foreign aid, extensive international economic and technology
cooperation, giving and taking in respect of economic aid, equality
and mutual benefit.®

The Chinese premier visited eleven African countries from
December 1982 to January 1983 to put forward four principles by
which China proceeded economic and technology cooperation
with African countries, i.e., “equality, mutual benefit, diversity of
forms, efficiency and co-development”.? In 1985, Chinese premier
in his visit to Latin America reiterated four principles of China’s
relations with Latin America, i.e., “peace and friendship, mutual
support, equality and mutual benefit, and co-development”.®
Accordingly since 1983, China was reducing its free aid to
developing countries. While continuing to provide developing
countries with interest-free credit and complete set of projects,
China began to launch economic and technology cooperation in
diversified forms that transformed bilateral economic relations
from one way of economic aid to the way of economic cooperation
and mutual benefit.

Since 1990s, China has been making further effort in probing
new forms of economic cooperation with developing countries.
Government as the major actor of economic cooperation has
gradually given way to the actor of enterprises in bilateral
cooperation, which has materialized the diversified forms of
foreign aid and pluralization of fund for foreign aid.® On the
nation-wide foreign aid reform conference held in 1995, Chinese
government completed a range of probes and reforms in terms of
foreign aid to developing countries, i.e., mainly, China will stick to
the premise of attaching no precondition, though China will
actively pursue the policy of preferential credit and joint venture
cooperation on foreign aid.

With the advent of the new century, China stepped up the
economic diplomacy towards developing countries out of a
strategic perspective and to explore new forms of economic

© Wang Yizhou, Thirty Years of Transformation of China’s Foreign Relations: 1978-2008, Social
Science Academic Press, 2008, p.144.

® ®Hyang Zequan, “China-African Relations in New Era”,
http://www.chinaafrica.com/news/content.asp?news_id=1877.

® Zhang Qingmin, “Single Policy to All Countries: On China’s Policy towards Developing
Countries”, Study of Contemporary Chinese History, 2001, No.1, p.39.

® Yan Shengyi, Contemporary China’s Diplomacy, Fudan University Press, 2007, pp.195-196.
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cooperation. On the nation-wide conference of economic
diplomacy to developing countries, Premier Wen Jiabao stressed
on “mutual respect, equality, promoting economics by politics,
reinforcement between politics and economics, mutual benefit,
co-development, diversified forms and efficiency” as the guideline
to China’s economic diplomacy to developing countries.® As
China is adjusting economic diplomacy and strategy over
developing countries and as China’s economic cooperation with
developing countries is being diversified and institutionalized, the
economic cooperation has covered all fields of development aids,
trade, investment, finance, energy, etc., which really materialized
mutual benefit and all-directional economic cooperation.

4. Bearing International Responsibility and Participating in
Settling International Hotspots

Most hotspot issues in the world today occurred in
developing countries. As China grows in national strength and
international status, the international community and especially
the developing countries are expecting more on China in tackling
international hotspot issues. China as a permanent member of the
UN Security Council bears the obligation to contribute its strength
and influence to the settlement of international disputes.

Between 1980s and 1990s, due to China’s general
development strategy that placing the top priority on economic
construction and due to the restraints of national strength and lack
of experience in participating in international regimes, China was
relatively detached in respect of hotspot diplomacy. To be specific,
on the hotspot issues that are weakly relevant to national interest,
China’s participation and intervention were modest, despite China
did express its stance and apply its influence within the UN
framework. However, as China’s international status and national
strength increasingly grows and as China greatly involves in
international system, the international demand on China for
bearing greater international responsibility grows. Moreover,
China’s national interest is increasingly spilling over and China
developed “walk out” strategy (e.g., China is now become the
important party of the Darfur issue), China has therefore stepped
up its intervention in the international hotspot issues. as Chinese

@ “Nation-wide Conference of Economic Diplomacy to Developing Countries Is Held in Beijing”,
People's Daily, September 3, 2004.
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.Communist - Party explicitly issued in the seventeen congress,
“China commits to the peaceful solution to international disputes
and hotspots”, which showed China’s resolution and confidence
in participating in the settlement of international hotspots.®

Features of China’s hotspot diplomacy have shaped in the
process of China’s participation in settling international hotspot
issues. First, dialogue and peaceful solution to international
hotspots is the basic tenet of China’s hotspot diplomacy. Second,
China advocates multilateralism and UN role in maintaining the
world peace and China abides by the rules and norms of
international relations. Third, China stresses on development,
economic cooperation and humanitarian aid by which to create
the environment for peaceful solution to international disputes.
Fourth, China strengthens coordination and communication with
relevant countries especially big powers to solve contradiction and
to reach international consensus. Fifth, China starts from
international ethics, pays respect on the reasonable interest of
relevant parties and pushes for the solution to hotspot issues in
the direction that is in interest of relevant countries or in the
fundamental interest of the local peoples.®

On the hotspot issue, China is guided by China’s diplomatic
policy and values to properly deal with and coordinate with
relevant big powers, international organizations and regional
organizations. China then pushes for the settlement of hotspot
issues in the direction that is in interest of relevant countries or in
the fundamental interest of the local peoples, though China does
not seek to control and dominate the hotspot issues and relevant
international affairs. Rather, China actively pushes for multilateral
consultation and coordination, which greatly promoted China’s
international image as a responsible power. Regarding China’s
important role on the issues of Korean nuclear issue, Iran’s nuclear
issues, Darfur and Burma, Mr. Thomas ]. Christensen, the former
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific
Affairs, pointed out, “in recent years China’s diplomatic activity
reflects an evolution... to a more pragmatic recognition of the

© Hu Jintao's report at 17th Party Congress,
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2007-10/24/content_6938749 _10.htm.

® For details, see Liu Zhongmin, “Study of China’s Hotspot Diplomacy: Features, Ideas and
Significance”, Northeast Forum, 2009, No.3.
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merits and obligations of working with the international
community on areas of concern. This is a positive trend in
Chinese foreign policy that we should recognize and continue to
support.”®

* Thomas J. Christensen, “Shaping China’s Global Choices Through Diplomacy”,
http://guangzhou-ch.usembassy-china.org.cn/diplomatic_influening_china.htm.
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most important international environments for China. The policy is to maintain
national security and territorial integrity, to create stable periphery, and to build up
friendly neighboring relations. Thanks to the evolutions of the international system,
China at once adheres to the principles vis-a-vis its neighbors, and carries out
strategic change. China has successfully realized its goals for a better periphery in
the 2lIst century to contribute to its general foreign relations and domestic

economic development.

Sixty Years of China’s Foreign Strategy towards Developing
Countries

LIU Zhongmin

China’s strategy towards developing countries over the three decades before the
outset of reform and open policy mainly includes: China supports the national
liberation cause of developing countries and fights for establishing international
new order, provides developing countries with free economic aids, and supports
unity and cooperation of developing countries. Over the three decades thereafier,
the strategy to developing countries mainly includes: “stand by the third world
forever” but never take the lead; not to "take ideology as a diplomatic line";
commits to friendship and cooperation with all the developing countries; shifts to
mutual benefit and co-development from the previously unilateral economic aids:
and carries out international responsibility and is active in participating in

addressing international hotspots.

Contemporary Chinese IR Theories: Status Quo and Development
SU Changhe

This essay summarizes the evolution of Chinese IR theories since 1990s. China was
dominated by Marxist IR theory and ideological theory. Introduction of western IR
theories provides Chinese scholars with multi-perspectives. At the same time,
Chinese scholars are increasingly drawing upon ancient Chinese ethics and
political thinking. The recent debate on Chinese characteristic of IR theories and
Chinese School in IR theories reflects the academic appealing on constructing
Chinese IR theories, which contributes to China’s peaceful development and

peaceful coexistence with the world.



