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On the Manifold Functions of Mosque
--Case Studies on Some Famous Mosques in History

QI Xue-yi

Abstract As the most important religious shrine of Islam, mosque is a heart of any Muslims
community in the world, especially in the Middle East and Arab countries. Mosque has had manifold
social functions, played an important role in developing politic, economy and culture during Islamic
history all along. With a case study on some famous mosques in the history, the paper stressed the
manifold social functions of mosque and its changes today.

Key Words Middle East; Mosque; Social Function; Diversity
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