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A General Review on the Twelve Imams of Shi’a in History

CHENG Tong

Abstract This article has made a general review on the historical materials related to the lives of
the twelve Imams of Shi’a in Islam in order to point out that the struggle for legitimacy in both political
and religious fields is the key of the conflicts among the different political and religious interest groups
from the beginning of Islam till nowadays. By providing the comments made by the western and Shi’a
scholars on the twelve Imams, the author wants to give a reference to the readers who are interested in
the history of the Shi’a.

Key Words  Twelve Imams; Islam; Legitimacy
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