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The New Development of Terrorism in the
Middle East and Its Root Causes

Liu Zhongmin

Abstract: Since the outbreak of the Middle East turmoil, the old and new
terrorist forces, such as Al — Qaeda in Arab Peninsula ( AQAP), Al — Qaeda in
Islamic Maghreb ( AQIM ), Islamic State (IS), and other terrorist groups are
expanding their influence violently. These terrorist groups take advantage of the
regional upheaval to spread terrorist ideologies, and have launched a series of
terrorist attacks. Particularly, these terrorist organizations have made use of Libya
War, Syrian Civil War, Mali crisis and other turbulent situations to extensively
engage in regional hot issues, which have posed grave threat to the regional security.
Particularly, the establishment of ISIS has had negative effect on the regional
situation in the Middle East. Arab countries in transformation have fallen into a mire
of turbulence, and the contradictions between religion and secularism, between
democracy and livelihood, between reform and stability have escalated, and they
have all provided a hotbed for the rise of terrorism. The strategic readjustment of Al —
Qaeda, especially of its ideology, and the increasingly expediency of the US anti —
terror strategy in the Middle East, have exerted a far — reaching effect on the
widespread terrorism in the region.

Key Words: The Middle East Turmoil; Terrorism in the Middle East;

“Islamic State”
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