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Beyond the Francophone: Analysis of French Military
Base in Abu Dhabi of UAE

Sun Degang

Abstract: French military base in Abu Dhabi is the only one deployed beyond
the Francophone, and it aims to promote French geopolitical, arms sale, economic
and trade interests of Paris as well as to enhance its soft power of culture. The base,
together with French military bases in Gabon and Djibouti, constitutes a strategic
“horizontal line” . It has consolidated French capabilities of intervention in the
“Islamic Arc of Instability” ranging from West Africa, North Africa, Horn of Africa
to the Persian Gulf. However, the French base in Abu Dhabi has worsened the
security dilemma between the West and Iran, increased the anger of Islamic radicals
against the Western military and cultural invasion. Moreover, French military
deployment in UAE has deteriorated the discord of the French left, right and neutral
wings at home, and in the foreseeable future, the US, French, NATO, EU, Saudi,
Japanese and Iranian military deployment in the region will be more competitive.

Key Words: French Middle East Policy; Overseas Military Bases; UAE;
French Military Base in Abu Dhabi
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