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An Analysis on Iran’s Religious Geo-strategy
JIN Liangxiang

Ph.D, Research Fellow of Shanghai Institutes for International Studies

Abstract Iran’s Religious geo-strategy refers to its efforts to construct its sphere
of influence based on Shiite religious bonds covering Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and other
Middle East areas resided by Shiite muslins with itself at the center. Iran’s religious
geo-strategy is crafted upon religious identity instead of revolutionary ideology.
Though it aroused concerns in international community, it is by nature defensive and
rational. In Rouhani’s era, Iran might restrict some of its expansive behaviors, but
will not give it up.
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