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The Outlook of International Cooperation with Chinese

Characteristics——China’s Quasi-alliance Diplomacy Strategy at
Mao’s Era 28
SUN Degang

This paper examined a cooperation pattern with Chinese characteristics in Mao's
era by drawing upon the declassified dossiers of PRC foreign ministrv. The idea of
the united front, the national interest of China, the cognition of security threat and
U.S.-Soviet confrontation are major factors on the development of quasi-alliance
diplomacy, which aimed at accessing to external strategic resources in three stages,
i.e., the quasi-alliance diplomacy with middle and small socialist countries in Asia
and Europe in stage one; with national independent countries in stage two; and
with the Western countries in stage three. The quasi-alliance diplomacy helped to
consolidate the new regime and boosted China's international status, though lack of
cooperation mechanisms, causing the quasi-alliance diplomacy often turn up and
down or even demise once situation changed home and abroad to China or/and its
allies and occurred to the will of elites concerned. Moreover, ideology weighed too
much in the assessment of Chinese leaders on national interest and threat to
national security and they over-emphasized the economic aids rather than mutual

cooperation, which offset the strategic payoffs gained by quasi-alliance diplomacy.

China’s Engagement with Informal International Institutions: The

Cases of APEC and ARF 42
LIU Hongsong

According to the nature of states’ commitment, international institutions can be
divided into two categories of formal international institutions and informal ones.
There is no relationship of legally-binding rights and obligations in international
law between the member states of informal international institutions. APEC and
ARF are informal international institutions. This article examines the continuity and
change of Chinas policy preference and behavior pattern in APEC and ARF, and
analyzes the causes which led to the continuity and change. This article finds that
China keeps its policy preference to informal international institutions after joining
APEC and ARF, but China’s behavior pattern moved gradually to an active stvle.
This characteristic of diplomatic behavior is resulted from the needs to defend and
promote national interests and China’s learning institutional rules after

participation.



