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CFN B FR, 1996 4F 5 F LIS R G AR FANEZ 0 BT, R R O 1T
K e — 5 DL S gy S5 FAME R R ES, ELF] 2008 ~2009 4 LL A 5] &
SIS M I B B 2l S < SRR ZE AT B AT, R DA — B RE AT 2R AL
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XA R RBR T IR AR
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Qatar Foreign Policy

HU Yu

(Hu Yu, Ph.D, Asociate Pofessor, School of Polieical

Sciences, Southwest University of Science and Technology )

Abstract As a small country in the Gulf, Qatar recently plays an assertive actor
and has a vital influence in the Middle East affairs. Based on its resource advantage
and plenteous treasure, Qatar used niche diplomacy as entry point to promote the
mediation of the regional conflict, and made contributions to the regional peace and
stability. Qatar, highly focused on the mass media, education and sports, took im-
portant measures on nation-branding and soft power in order to present itself a new
image. After the “Arab Spring”, Qatar moved away from its traditional foreign
policy role as diplomatic mediator to embrace change in the Middle East and North
Africa and support transitioning states. Regional actors viewed Qatar’s approach as
overreaching, and skepticism of Doha’s policy motivations increased. Maybe keep-
ing a low-profile and modesty serve as best interest to Qatar.

Key Words Qatar; Geopolitics; National Brand; Niche Diplomacy; “ Arab
Spring”
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