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British Muslims’ Political Participation and Its Influence

on British Foreign Policy to the Middle East
WANG Bo, LILi
(The Middle East Studies Institute , Shanghai International Studies University ,
Shanghai 200083, China)

Abstract;: As the largest ethnic minority in Britain, the British Muslim group has been devoted to
political activities to maintain its self-interest in the relatively open multi-cultural political
environment in Britain. Due to religious belief and cultural identification, British Muslims always pay
close attention to the Middle East region, which consists mainly of Islam nations, and try to affect the
British government policy towards the Middle East through various forms of political participation. In
the British political environment, the British Muslim group makes full use of party politics, election
politics, organization politics and media politics and concentrates on the Middle East affairs such as
Israeli-Palestinian conflicts, the Iraq war and Muslim hajj. In the past years, the British Muslim
group’s political participation has enriched the meaning of the concept of political participation and
obtained some results.
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