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triangular cooperation with Africa. The process of trilateral cooperation among China, the
EU and Africa is influenced by the three elements of “the fitness of China and the EU
development policies” “the interest relations between China and the EU” and “the
willingness to trilateral cooperation among China,the EU and Africa”. According to the
cooperation policies and characteristics of China, Europe and Africa in different periods,
the trilateral cooperation among the three sides can be divided into four stages where
“the EU leads the triangular cooperation taking the bilateral cooperation between the EU
and Africa as the priority” “China and Africa actively cooperate with each other with the
EU participation decreasing” “ major EU powers and China jointly promote the
triangular cooperation” and “the three sides conduct equal cooperation driven by new
issues”. In the future , China,the EU and Africa need to explore more common interests,
work together to cope with the changes in the international landscape, and carry out
triangular cooperation on the principle of mutual trust and equality , mutual benefit and
win — win cooperation.

Keywords : China — EU — Africa triangular cooperation, development cooperation,
partnership, aid to Africa

Authors: Yang Na, Professor of Zhou Enlai School of Government, Nankai
University ( Tianjing 300350) ; Liu Fuxuan,Master’ s Candidate of Zhou Enlai School of
Government , Nankai University ( Tianjing 300350 ).

Adjustment and Transformation of Al — Qaida in the
Islamic Maghreb Before and After the Civil War in Mali
Shu Meng

Abstract; Al — Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb ( AQIM) has been a major security
threat in North Africa and the Sahel region,and its influence in sub — Saharan Africa is
growing. The power and influence of AQIM is constantly changing,and its occupation of
northern Mali in the year 2012 —2013 is a milestone in the development of the
organization, indicating that AQIM has emerged from incubation to expansion, from
development to adjustment. Mali has provided an important testing ground for AQIM to
implement Sharia and transform its organizational structure. In northern Mali and its
surrounding areas, the organization has carried out three practices, namely, ideological
adjustment , organizational structure transformation and recruitment strategy upgrading,
and has accumulated development experience and alleviated internal contradictions,
turning Mali and the surrounding Sahel region into the main area of activity of its
“Sahara Emirates Group” . Although the occupation of Mali by AQIM is not long, its
impact on Mali’ s post — war reconstruction, regional security and the prevention of
terrorist infiltration will be long — lasting. After its incubation and transformation, the
international community should be alert to the organization’ s hidden local development
and its access to funds for criminal collectivization, and at the same time increase the

intensity of joint attacks to avoid the linkage of regional transnational terrorist networks.
Keywords: Al — Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb ( AQIM ), the civil war in Mali,
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terrorism , the Sahel region, Sharia
Author ; Shu Meng, Assistant Research Fellow of the Middle East Studies Institute ,
Shanghai International Studies University ( Shanghai 200083 ).

From Withdrawal to Return:Russia’ s Strategic Choice Towards Africa
Zhao Dan and Wang Chenzi

Abstract ; After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, Russia abandoned its
traditional policy towards Africa and began to “withdraw from Africa” , and Russia —
Africa relations were at a low ebb. During Putin’ s administration, Russia rearranged its
diplomatic strategy with more importance attached to the status and role of Africa,
intending to “return to Africa” , strengthen its relations with Africa and restore its
influence in Africa. At present, Russia is stepping up its “return to Africa” , and is
continuously strengthening cooperation with African countries in the fields of politics,
economy , trade , military affairs, cultural and people — to — people exchanges, which is
marked by the first Russia — Africa Summit held in October 2019. As far as the motivation
is concerned ,its “Return to Africa” is a strategic decision to counter Western encirclement
and sanctions and adjust its global strategic layout, and is also an important measure to
realize common interests of Russia and Africa and enhance Russia’s regional influence.
“Return to Africa” is also an inevitable choice for Russia to promote economic recovery and
upgrade its status as a major power. However, Russia’ s policies towards Africa are also
hampered by its own national strength,international sanctions and competition among major
powers ,and Russia still has much to do in order to “return to Africa”.

Keywords : Russia, withdraw from Africa,return to Africa, Russia — Africa Summit

Authors ;: Zhao Dan,PhD candidate of Department of Russian, Eastern European &
Central Asian Studies, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ( Beijing
102401 ) ; Wang Chenzi, Lecturer of Department of Political Studies, Beijing Municipal
Party Committee School ( Beijing 100044 ).

A Historical Review of the Cooperation Between the Soviet Union and
South African Company De Beers in Diamond Industry
Yang Weiwei and Wang Ting

Abstract; This paper discusses the formation and historical development of the
cooperation between the Soviet Union and South African Company De Beers in diamond
industry, and analyses the motivation and the impact of their cooperation. The
cooperation between the two parties initiated during the Lenin period. The purpose of the
cooperation for the Soviet Union was to sell the gold, jewelry, diamonds and other
valuables which were confiscated from the nobility and bourgeoisie in exchange for the
funds needed for national economic development and the promotion of the world
revolution. After the outbreak of the Cold War,the discovery of the diamond deposits in
Yakutia in the Soviet Union deepened the cooperation in diamond industry between the
two sides. From 1959 until the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the Soviet Union
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