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ABSTRACT: Water cooperation is among the five key prioritized areas under the
Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Framework. It is also a key step toward protecting
China’s water resources development rights, grasping the initiative of regional
relations in Indochina, reconstructing a new pattern of water cooperation and
implementing strategies in Mekong River and the South China Sea. In March,
2016, making considerable sacrifices, China released emergency water to
Mekong River, alleviating the dire situations in Lower Mekong Countries.
However, international public opinion remained critical of China’s assistance.
This article treats the incident as a case study of the intentions, behavioral models
of the actors inside and outside of the region. Citing the absence of an effective
water cooperation mechanism, the author highlights the urgency and necessity of
establishing such a mechanism within the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation
Framework and calls for China to build a new composite model of water
cooperation by focusing on concept, connotation, mechanism, international
cooperation, publicity, and confidence building.

KEY WORDS: Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Framework, Water Governance,
Indochina, New Cooperation Model, Strategy of the Mekong River and the South
China Sea.

China’s Involvement in Middle East Economic Governance: Theory and
Practice

Z0OU Zhigiang

ABSTRACT: The Middle East has been plagued by persistent economic woes and
governance deficit, which demands a global response. In a new era, with the
expansion of China’s national interests in the Middle East, China has become an

important actor in economic governance for the Middle East in terms of energy
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exploration, trade and investment promotion, and financial and development
governance. At the same time, expectation and pressure for China to play a more
important role in this region are still increasing. China’s participation in regional
economic governance has improved local business and trade climate, enhanced
regional economies’ independent development capacities, and refuted the
unfounded Western accusations that China has been a free-rider. Compared with
the Western countries, China’s participation in economic governance is unique in
terms of goal, capability, path, regime, content, and style. The “One Belt and One
Road” Initiative marks a new, higher level for China’s participation in Middle
East economic governance. China should make greater efforts to improve
governance capability, create governance regimes, and build an international
cooperative governance structure.

KEY WORDS: Global Economic Governance, Regional Economic Governance,

the Middle East, Chinese Diplomacy.

Security of China’s Land Frontiers: Identification, Assessment, and
Governance

XIE Guiping

ABSTRACT: The implementation and advancement of the “One Belt and One
Road” Initiative present valuable opportunities and serious challenges for the
security of China’s frontier areas. In the era of globalization and information,
traditional security issues and nontraditional security issues are interwoven;
domestic and international issues become interrelated; historical and
contemporary problems compound each other; ethnic and religious issues are
increasingly inseparable; and the contradictions between us and our opponents

and the contradictions among the people are interweaving with each other in
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