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Observation on China’s Mediation of Saudi—-Iran Relations from the

Perspective of Global Security Initiative
Fan Hongda
(Middle East Studies Institute, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083)

Abstract: China has been paying attention to the security and peace issues in the Middle East for a long time, and is realizing
the transformation from initiative to practice. China’s concern for world security and peace, as reflected in the global security
initiative, is highly consistent with the security and peace demands of the Middle East. The specific path to security and peace
articulated in the GSI Concept Paper fits well with Saudi-Iranian aspirations for reconciliation. China’s success in mediating re-
lations between Saudi Arabia and Iran is the result of the joint efforts of multiple parties. Whether the relevant conflicting par-
ties have a strong desire to resolve their conflicts, whether they want China’s mediation, and the attitude of the international
communily, especially world powers, towards conflicts are key factors that determine whether China will continue to play the
role of international security mediator in the future.
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