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From Distant Coexisting to Dominance Competition: A Logic Analysis of Turkey
and Saudi Arabia’s Competition for Regional Leadership Since the Middle East
Turbulence

Liu Zhongmin Zhao Yuechen (39)

[Abstract ]Since the turbulence in the Middle East the relationship between Turkey
and Saudi Arabia has changed from distant co-existing to persistent confrontation

which can’t be fully explained by current studies. In general the continuing aggrava—
tion of Turkey-Saudi relations can be observed from the historical evolution of their re—
lationship and the changes of two countries’ power and strategies. Firstly from the
historical perspective Turkish diplomacy returning to the Middle East and the region—
al changes since the Middle East turbulence led to strategic tension between two
sides. From the First World War to the end of the Cold War entering into the west
was the focus of Turkish diplomacy and there were little communications between Tur—
key and Saudi Arabia. But since the Justice and Development Party took power in
2002 Turkey’s pivot to the Middle East region led to strategic tension between two
sides with great speed. Second as middle powers both countries regard the pursuit of
regional leadership as their foreign policies which in turn triggers fierce competition
between the two on the discursive making of regional hot issues religious leadership
and dominance on development modes. The competition for the dominance between
Turkey and Saudi Arabia is a kind of power competition rather than comprehensive
conflict which is different from Saudi-dran structural rivalry but this contradiction will
lead to the complication of the regional pattern in the Middle East.

[Key WordsJTurkey Saudi Arabia the Middle East upheavals regional leadership

middle power

* 156 -



No.8 2019 World Economics and Politics

[AuthorsJLiu Zhongmin Doctor Professor the Middle East Studies Institute Shang-
hai International Studies University; Zhao Yuechen Ph.D. Candidate at School of In-
ternational Relations and Management of Public Affairs and the Middle East Studies

Institute  Shanghai International Studies University.

Greater than the Sum of Its Parts? An Analysis on the Applications of “Whole—
of-Government” to the U.S. National Security System

Zhang Fan (62)

[Abstract] “Whole-of-Government” is an organizing principle originating from organiza—
tional theory and pubic administration practices which embraces pooling resources of
concerned functional organizations and dealing with complex problems in the public
policy domain through cooperation collaboration and united action. “Whole-of-Govern—
ment” has been applied in the public administration in the form of inter-agency organ—
izations or crossHunctional teams and independent financial resources and team spirit
are the necessary factors for guaranteeing the performance of these organizations and
teams. Since 9/11 terrorist attacks in order to deal with more and more complex na—
tional security challenges the U.S. national security community has been applying
“Whole-of-Government” to the U.S. national security system tackling concrete challen—
ges through inter-agency organizations at both the operational planning level and the
tacticfield level in the operating mechanism of the U.S. national security system. Dur-
ing the Obama presidency based on the experiences accumulated in the George W.
Bush presidency the U.S. national security community has promoted the applications
“Whole-of-Government” in the national security system. Washington D.C. overseas
combat commands and homeland “fusion centers” have become significant “Whole-of—

Government” network nodes at the operational planning level laying solid foundations
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