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and “presentism”: In the romantic era, it responded to the political reality of constructing
German national identity and state unity; in the imperial era, it served the internal and external
objectives of casting the national spirit as a whole and competing for maritime hegemony; in the
totalitarian era, it catered to the Nazi’s expansion of “racial superiority” and theory of
“Lebensraum”; in the post-WWII, era, it responded to the foreign strategy of the Federal
Republic of Germany to integrate into Europe and regional alliances. The paradigm of historical
writing based on reality has continued today, and induced the triple turns of the study of
Hanseatic history in the 20th century. Looking the Hanseatic academic history back, we can see
that only by keeping a clear and distant attitude between realistic concerns and presentism can
we defend historical truth and justice, and stimulate historians’ problem awareness and

innovative thinking effectively.

The Westward Passage of Parthia in Mithridates II and the Rise of the Kingdom of Pontus A
Deep Investigation into the Background of Mithridates’ War Long Pei

The end of the 2nd century BC was the height of the Parthian Empire’s westward
expansion, and it was also the time when the Kingdom of Pontus began its rapid rise under
Mithridates VI. Through his alliance with the Parthian Empire and the Kingdom of Armenia,
Mithridates VI obtained financial support from the leading powers in West Asia, and was able to
rapidly expand its power and territory. Therefore, Mithridates VI's challenge to the Roman
Republic’s hegemony in the eastern Mediterranean should not be seen as a mere war between
Pontus and Rome, but as the first non-head-on contest resulting from the collision between the
Parthian Empire’s westward strategy and the Roman Republic’s eastward expansion. As the
Parthian Empire fell into the “Dark Ages” of division and turmoil, the kingdom of Pontus,
which lost the support of Parthia, gradually declined due to its weak strength in the war with
Rome, and finally made the Roman Republic complete the historical mission of integrating the

Eastern Mediterranean region.

Race and the Construction of Turkish National Identity between 1930 and 1938 Min Jing

In the 1930s, in order to consolidate state power, maintain territorial unity, and carry out
Western-style modernization, Turkish nationalism led by Kemal vigorously advocated racial
consciousness and actively constructed racial national identity, successively introduced Turkish
historical and linguistic theories emphasizing racial factors, and assimilated ethnic minorities.
The Kemalist racial theory and its practice have to a certain extent promoted the nation
unification and westernization, but also led to tensions between different enthnic groups. It
deviated from the track of civic nationalism, fostered the development of ultra-nationalism and
pan-Turkism, and made Turks feel special affection for the Central Asian region, which has

opened the way for the emergence of Tiirkiye's pan Turkism foreign policy in later years.
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