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Decoupling: The Relevance between Comparative Politics

and Area Studies
Wang Weihua © 80 506 S0 S0 s S8 s LS s S S s S s S EE e e S e e S EE SN SN e GG L LEE S s see s ( 9 )

Comparative politics and area studies were both research fields of
social science “made in the USA” during the Cold War era. From
the 1950s to the 1980s, comparative politics and area studies had a
period of cooperation that promoted the development of the two
fields. But since the 1990s, the gap between the two has grown
wider. By tracing the historical process of how comparative
politics and area studies drifted from “coupling” at the early stage

b

to “decoupling,” this article shows that the decoupling between
the two is the natural consequence of improving cohesion within
political science. This article suggests that while decoupling
between the two fields was inevitable, a complete separation is
impossible. In terms of empirical materials and research methods,
it is both possible and necessary for comparative politics to
maintain “low-coupling” interaction with area studies. To do so,
comparative politics as a field should reduce sectarianism in its
scientific epistemology and recognize the critical value of
contextual conditions for studying causal explanations. Therefore,
“low coupling” between the two will be beneficial for comparative
politics as the field continues to pursue “high cohesion” within the

political science discipline.

Reflections on The Arab Spring and Several Core Issues of

Democratization in the Middle East

Lit Zhongmin — «oeeeeeeeevesarenesinieieeis e eeee e e ((33)
Three core issues-Islamism, military intervention, and identity
politicsshave had an important impact on democratic

transformation in Arab countries (the Arab Spring). The political



transformation in Tunisia and Egypt shows that the relationship
between Islamism and democracy is uncertain. Islamism can both
support and oppose democracy. The role of military intervention
during the Arab Spring is highly complicated. The forms,
degrees, and functions of military intervention varied significantly
across countries. In Tunisia, the military forces had not
intervened in the democratic transition; in Egypt., the military
forces interfered in the political transition continuously and
changed its roles constantly; in Yemen, the tribalization of its
military forces led to the fragmentation of the political transition.
The analysis of the sectarian issues in Bahrain and the Kurdish
issues in Syria and Iraq highlights the complex impact of identity
politics on the democratization of Arab states. In Arab countries,
identity politics is an important source and social mechanism for
conflict and competitive politics. On the regional level, the
widespread pan-nationalism, pan-Islamism, and other political
ideologies have influenced how certain countries formulated their
foreign policies or interfered in other countries’ affairs, causing
the democratic process of a country blocked by external
intervention. Therefore, this article reveals the complex processes
of the Arab Spring and suggests that any generalization about

Arab countries’ democratic transformation will have limitations.

Ethnofederalism and Ethnic Conflict Management: Agenda

Transformations and Theoretical Development

Liu Yanjun and Xing Changxin — «--eeseeeeeeererserevesoiecoiienineens (56)
Ethnofederalism is an institutional arrangement of a state designed
to organize and manage ethnic politics. Depending on their
theorizing strategies and empirical evidence, scholars have come to
different conclusions about the efficacy of ethnofederalism as an
institution. While some argue that ethnofederalism reduces
conflict, others contend that ethnofederalism increases conflict.
This contradiction in scholarly findings calls for careful
contextualization in analyses. Scholars have utilized a range of
contextual factors, history and culture, international forces,
economics, and political geography, and have analyzed their

impact on ethnofederalism’s success or failure. Built upon recent



