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Prospects of the Turkish Economy by Zhang Shuai  Zan Tao
The problem with current studies of the Turkish economy is that they are based on short-term economic data,
thus exaggerating the problems facing the Turkish economy and overlooking the effectiveness of Erdogan’s eco-
nomic and even political policies. Although the Turkish economy has, since 2014, suffered tremendous down-
ward pressure, there have been many positive developments. An empirical analysis of long-term data shows that
it has seen significant improvements in terms of both “quantity” and “quality” from 1988 to 2017, with the
trend accelerating in the Erdogan period. Although Turkey may have certain difficulties in repaying its foreign
debts in the short term, it is unlikely to experience a full-scale economic crisis or even slide into the ranks of

“failed countries.”

Turkey’s Constitutional Amendment and Its Emerging Presidential System: Drivers and Implications

by Li You  Han Jun
After the April 16, 2017 Turkish referendum on the constitutional amendments was passed, Turkey now has a
presidential system that undoes the constitutional system established by the 1982 constitution, ending its parlia-
mentary system that began more than a century ago. The ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) pushed
through the presidential system primarily to address what it considered to be problems in the parliamentary sys-
tem such as unbalanced distribution of power, frequent changes of government, and weak institutionalization.
The new system features a concentration of power in the presidency, weak parliament, and reduced judicial in-
dependence because holding the presidential and parliamentary elections simultaneously tends to give the presi-
dent and the president’s party control of both the government and the parliament, and indirect control over the
judiciary. What emerges is a system characterized by a combination of the checks and balances in presidentialism
and the fusion of legislative and executive powers in parliamentarism. It is likely to lead to re-Islamization and
political polarization and consolidate Erdogan’s hold on power and AKP’s electoral dominance, increasing un-

certainty in Turkey’s domestic and foreign affairs.

Turkey’s New Geopolitical Strategy in the Middle East: Connotation. Drivers and Impacts

by  Zou Zhigiang
In the wake of the Arab Spring which has led to the intensification of regional conflicts and rivalry and other
geopolitical competition, Turkey has accelerated its “return to the Middle East” to enhance its status as a re-
gional power by implementing a more active, assertive and securitized foreign policy in the region. By interve-
ning in regional disputes, establishing military bases and expanding security cooperation, Turkey has steadily
expanded its political and military presence in the three core sub-regions of the Middle East: the Eastern Medi-
terranean, the Gull, the Red Sea and the Horn of Africa. It has enhanced its influence in regional affairs and
developed a unique strategy emphasizing geopolitical triangles, which has complex implications for regional

hotspots, the regional balance of power, and even great power relations involving the Middle East.
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