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the Russia-Ukraine conflict in 2022, freight traffic along the TITR has grown rapidly,
making the TITR one of the alternative routes to the Northern Corridor. It is expected
that by 2030, the freight volume through the Caspian Sea along the TITR will increase
to three times its 2021 level, reaching 11 million tons. China’s participation in the
construction of the TITR will contribute to high-quality Belt and Road Initiative cooper-
ation, avoid geo-economic risks caused by geopolitical conflicts in the Eurasian conti-
nent to achieve the balanced and diversified development of the northern, central and
southern lines of the China-Europe Railway Corridor. At the same time, the construc-
tion of the TITR also faces challenges such as cargo delays due to low transportation
capacity, relatively backward infrastructure such as railways and ports, interruptions of
cargo transportation due to climate change in the Caspian Sea, and differences in atti-
tudes of stakeholders. China and the countries along the corridor can promote the con-
struction of the TITR by improving the efficiency of multimodal transportation along the
TITR, strengthening the electrification of railways and the construction of port trans-
portation capacity along the TITR , jointly addressing impacts of climate change in the
Caspian Sea, and stimulating the economic and social development of the regions along
the TITR.
Keywords: Trans-Caspian International Transport Route, construction progress, chal-
lenges, Belt and Road cooperation
Author ; Hao Kun, Assistant Professor of College of Foreign Languages, University of
Shanghai for Science and Technology.
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43 Study on Turkish-Somali Relations from the View of South-South Co-

operation

Abstract; The signing of the ten-year Defense and Economic Cooperation Framework
Agreement between Somalia and Turkey on February 8, 2024 , has drawn international
attention to the relationship between the two countries. Since the onset of the Somali
famine in 2011, Turkey has been actively cultivated its relationship with Somalia
through humanitarian aid, surpassing its assistance to other African countries. In terms
of horizontal cooperation, the two sides have established stable and long-term coopera-
tion in areas such as food, education, healthcare, economy, military security, and en-
ergy security. Vertically, the relationship between Turkey and Somalia has gradually
shifted from donor-recipient to alliance, with both sides engaging in extensive coopera-
tion to uphold Somalia’s sovereignty, stability, and combat terrorism and piracy issues.
This paper argues that Turkey views the development of its relationship with Somalia as
an important practice of establishing South-South cooperation with African countries,
and accelerates the deepening of South-South partnerships with African countries
through Somalia as an entry point to broaden its diplomatic space. The development of
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Turkey’s relations with Somalia exhibits certain characteristics, such as the combina-
tion of humanitarian aid with geopolitical interests, the engagement of governmental
and non-governmental actors, and the formation of stable and long-term alliance
through institutionalized means. However, Turkey’s development of relations with So-
malia still has certain limits and further complicates the situation in the Horn of Africa
and the Red Sea region.
Keywords: Turkey-Somalia relations, Turkey-Africa relations, South-South coopera-
tion
Authors: Niu Song, Professor, Middle East Studies Institute, Shanghai International
Studies University; Sun Yuan, Ph. D. Candidate, School of International Relations
and Public Affairs & Middle East Studies Institute, Shanghai International Studies
University.

Niu Song and Sun Yuan

70  Divergences in Principal-Agent Relationships and Strategic Choices
of Armed Groups in the Middle East

Abstract ; Since the Cold War, armed groups have had a great impact on the construc-
tion and stability of many countries, and their status and role in the international order
and regional security have recieved increasing attention. Previous studies have predom-
inantly analyzed the evolving relationship between states and armed groups through the
lens of the state as the primary actor, often overlooking the perspectives and motiva-
tions of non-state actors themselves. Building upon existing research, this article
delves into the agency and autonomy of armed groups as independent entities within the
principal-agent framework, exploring the strategic considerations that guide their deci-
sion-making when their interests diverge from those of their principals. By categorizing
the responses of armed groups to disagreements with their principals as “following” ,
“deviating” , “withdrawing” and “rebelling” , this article offers a structured frame-
work for understanding their behaviors and stances in complex relationships. It exam-
ines how armed groups assess existential threats to their survival and evaluate the po-
tential impact on their military capabilities when faced with conflicting directives from
their principals, ultimately influencing their strategic choices. Through a case study
approach focusing on non-state actors in the Middle East, this article seeks to illumi-
nate the decision-making processes of armed groups, thereby unveiling the intricacies
of their behavior logic. By doing so, it not only contributes to a deeper understanding
of armed groups but also provides a more comprehensive analysis of security dynamics
and order evolution in the turbulent Middle East region. This will not only help to fur-
ther understand and examine the behavior of armed groups, but also provide a more
comprehensive grasp of the evolution of security patterns and order in the volatile re-
gion.
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