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Myanmar’s parliamentary elections in 2015, the democratization process in Myanmar has
developed rapidly. After the NLD’s victory again in 2020, it is widely believed that De-
mocracy in Myanmar has tended to consolidate. However, the military takeover suddenly
launched by Tatmadaw in 2021 broke outside expectations, and Myanmar’s democratiza-
tion process was suspended. From the perspective of the limited access order, this military
takeover has a logic of inevitability under the unexpected appearance. Before the military
takeover, Myanmar belonged to an unequal power relation-limited access order. Under
this order, Tatmadaw is the dominant player, while the NLD is the collaborators. The
conflict between the two about order preference is the fundamental driving force for the
change of political order. When promoting the transformation of order, if the collaborators
cannot compensate the dominant player in time, they will inevitably cause dissatisfaction a-
mong the player and then lead to the collapse of the existing political order. Compared
with the compensation strategy adopted after the 2015 victory, the NLD did not compen-
sate and appease the dominant player in time after the 2020 victory. This strategy eventu-
ally led to a military takeover in Myanmar in 2021.

[ Keywords] Myanmar; Political Transition; Military Takeover; National League for De-
mocracy; Tatmadaw; Limited Access Order

[ Authors] JI Tian, Lecturer, School of Government, East China University of Political
Science and Law, Shanghai, China; XIANG Piao, Master Student, School of Govern-
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The Path, Motivation and Limits of Indonesia’s Participation in the Treatment of
Marine Plastic Waste in Southeast Asia

WANG Danyu

[ Abstract] There is a vast sea area in Southeast Asia, while bringing huge economic ben-
efits to regional countries, it is also facing serious problems of marine plastic waste. The
problem of marine plastic waste in Southeast Asia shows the characteristics of concentrated
emitters, large impact, and strong destructiveness. Southeast Asian countries are among the
top in the world in terms of marine plastic waste emissions, and marine plastic waste has
increasingly become a serious threat to biodiversity, ecological environment, economic
benefits, and human health in Southeast Asian countries, and is an urgent problem that the
region needs to deal with urgently. Indonesia plays a dual role in the problem of marine
plastic waste in Southeast Asia, being one of the main emitters and the main victim of ma-
rine plastic waste in Southeast Asia. Based on the openness and mobility characteristics of
the ocean, the problem of marine plastic waste is by no means a country can deal with a-
lone, so Indonesia not only issued relevant domestic laws and regulations, but also actively

participated in the ASEAN cooperation mechanism and established cooperative relations
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with countries outside the region, and is committed to participating in the governance of
marine plastic waste in Southeast Asia in three dimensions: domestic, regional and interna-
tional. From the perspective of global environmental governance, the risks posed by ma-
rine plastic waste have the most direct impact on marine countries, and avoiding the risks
posed by marine plastic waste is the driving force for Indonesia to participate in the gov-
ernance of marine plastic waste in Southeast Asia: avoiding the risk of sustainable develop-
ment of the marine economy, avoiding the risk of national image damage caused by poor
governance, and avoiding the risk of marine plastic waste to achieve sustainable develop-
ment goals. However, Indonesia’s participation in the treatment of marine plastic waste in
Southeast Asia also faces many challenges, and its domestic governance foundation and the
effectiveness of international cooperation have limited the effectiveness of Indonesia’s par-
ticipation in the treatment of marine plastic waste in Southeast Asia.

[ Keywords] Indonesia; Southeast Asia; Marine Plastic Waste; Environmental Govern-
ance; Sustainable Development

[ Author] WANG Danyu, Ph. D. Candidate, School of International Relations and Pub-
lic Affairs, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai, China

China-US Strategic Competition and the Behavior Choices of Middle Powers in A-
sia-Pacific. Taking the Upgrades of the US Indo-Pacific Strategy as a Backdrop
ZHANG Yao

[ Abstract] With the intensification of strategic competition between China and the US,
middle powers in the Asia-Pacific region have developed different strategic behaviors and
institutional statecraft within the multilateral institutional framework in order to alleviate the
system pressure and cope with external risks. In order to explain the complex and diversi-
fied behavior patterns of Asia-Pacific middle powers in the “Indo-Pacific” security and e-
conomic system, this paper constructs an analytical framework with hub status and order
prospect as independent variables and boundary selection risk as dependent variables.
From the perspective of behavior choice, the hub status of the sub-regional system deter-
mines the strategic autonomy of the middle powers and the ability to resist the system pres-
sure. The order prospect including the nested sub-regional order frames its attitude towards
the existing regional order under the reference dependence eftect. The selection risk in the
institutional framework of “Indo-Pacific” adjusts the function intensity of the hub status.
Taking the upgrade of the US “Indo-Pacific strategy” as a backdrop, this paper studies
four cases of South Korea, Australia, Vietham and Indonesia, and finds that the behavior
choices of these countries in the “Indo-Pacific” security strategy, driven by the hub status
and the order prospect, tend to avoid risks with covert hedging, bear risks with overt

hedging, resolve risks with overt hedging and speculate risks with covert hedging. The in-

- 155 -



