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1. X F &A1 ABoOUTUS
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The Middle East Studies Institute (MESI) is a prestigious unit and independent
research institution of Shanghai International Studies University (SISU). In December
2000, the MESI was designated as one of the Key Research Institutes of Humanities

and Social Sciences in Universities by Chinese Ministry of Education. The MESI now
boasts four research centers related to the Middle East area and country studies.

Middle East Studies Institute of
Shanghai International Studies University

pRER S RPN PRUSSHEHFTPIL

Center for Middle East Area Studies Center for Middle East Society
and Culture Studies

pREESEFHFT DI PREFSEGEHFPIL
Center for Middle East Politics Center for Middle East Military
and Economy Studies and Security Studies
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2. #F % P12 STAFF

LESNEE RS RAFAITINA FRAFAR 15 L. FTEAR
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At present, there are 15 full-time researchers and one administrative staff in the
MESI. The Academic Committee consists of 13 experts. Its honorary director is

Professor ZHU Welilie .

NP R, TRk, .8
AR A F AL,

Prof. LIU Zhongmin
Director of the MESI
Director of the Key
Research Institute

IMER, S ATK .
FARAER S AL
Prof. SUN Degang
Deputy Director of
the MESI, Director
of the Academic
Committee

BAAK 52 Team members

F &R Mr. SUN Degang

2 Mr. WANG Bo

T 4% Mr. DING Jun

X f£#8 Mr. LIU Shengxiang

A% Mr. NIU Song

it Ms. ZHANG Yuan

Z& Ms. LI Yi

%% 3% 1% Ms. HAN Jianwei

AR E Mr. ZHAO Jun

A7k Mr. YU Yong

# /e 8f Mr. QIAN Xuming

#,7% ¥ Mr. BAO Chengzhang

48 7% Mr. ZOU Zhigiang

4 % Ms. SHU Meng

7% 5% X Ms. ZHANG Hanwen

FARZERS Academic Committee

T 48 Mr. DING Jun

X ¥ & Mr. LIU Zhongmin

F #FE Mr. WANG Lincong
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T % Mr. DING Long BB 5% Mr. MA Xiaolin X A % Mr. WANG Youyong
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4% A Mr.JIN Zhongjie | /& &4 Mr. TANG Zhichao | #& A% Mr. XU Yihua
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3. T4 2% OVERVIEW

3.1 %A4}32i% Discipline Advancement

WA A FAR 21 R “N—R” BEREFAF L2 —, KB
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The MESI has been identified as one of the 21 “Double First-class” teaching and
research units at the university. The Institute’s steering meeting, professor committee
meeting, and full-time researchers’ meeting were held frequently aiming to discuss the
objectives, tasks, and mechanisms for the construction of the “first-class disciplines”.

3.2 AR X Team Building
REFEBBFEMEEEREE—9—FE (FHTERE), BT
MFIETRIEGNTKFEAEZA “REF” FK

The MESI has won the only first prize of the University Education Award Fund
for Collective Award (Shenwan Hongyuan Award), and the leading group, the director
and the deputy director of the MESI were awarded ‘“excellent” in the year-end
assessment.
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3.3 #A}#F LA4E Scientific Research

£ 9RRAZA, 5 FRALER; HmMEE 6, HFPEFS
AP ARBRERERE) 14, K& F B SBFFI0 8L 53 A,
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In 2018, a total of nine research projects were newly established and five projects
were completed. As many as six books were published, including five scholarly
research books, one Reports on Middle East Development , and 53 academic papers
were published on Chinese leading journals and foreign journals, including one
paper published on SSCI journal and five papers on top journals of China. Five papers
were reprinted by Xinhua Digest and the Information Center for Social Sciences of
Renmin University of China.
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3.4 HFik Teaching and Talents
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The MESI has set up two doctoral courses, two master courses and nine courses
of general elective courses for undergraduate students, one of which has been titled as
the excellent general courses of SISU (extension). In 2018, four Ph.D. candidates and
six postgraduate students have successfully finished their school from the MESI, and

the first graduate forum and essay contest of the MESI was successfully held.
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3.5 #AK3A Academic Exchanges

EABAFRFZREN3 H, BRFREN 6 5 5BRFKR
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In 2018, the MESI held three international academic conferences and six domestic
academic conferences, and the number of MESI fellows that have participated in
international academic exchanges has amounted to 45 person times. 22 overseas
delegations were received, 10 “Lectures on Construction of Think Tank” were hosted,

and five lectures were delivered to the training program for Arab officials.

3.6 ‘BiMJR4% Consultation Service
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As to policy papers, 23 Middle East Studies Special and 13 Middle East Studies
Bulletin were compiled. The MESI has accepted research commission and manuscript
inviting, and participated in internal discussions on the Middle East situation. A number
of research reports and policy recommendations have been approved by higher
authorities and received positive feedback from policy-makers .

3.7 $L#3|F Media Commentary

AR B RMORRNIRYF ZRMFIKEAZ LI LFE 84 &,
BEARF ., #FEFRFERFELRRAULF 35 B, #XEREMART
B 220 RAK, ERAISMERE 21 F.

In Guangming Daily, Global Times and other mainstream newspapers and
periodicals, MESI fellows have published 84 signed comments and articles in total
in 2018; on the People’s Daily Online, Xinhuanet and other websites, 35 original
articles were published. More than 220 interviews with mainstream media and 21
reports inside and outside the university were held.
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3.8 F &3 % Awards and Prizes
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The MESI has boasted three second prizes of Shanghai Outstanding Achievement

Award in Philosophy and Social Sciences, accounting for 25% of the total number of
awards received by SISU faculties. Reports on Middle East Development (five volumes)

won the “Outstanding Report Award” for the 2018 China Think Tank Academic
Achievements, and one paper was selected as a result of the Annual Achievements of

CTTI 2018.
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3.9 42 /&4%4% Information Dissemination

FXLFF (P AR SFMLZAR) b B IS s 5 A SR
Routledge A& ik, 9 AT AF R BIRLEILTEARL; P
AT 5P R 3k T3 4 B 2 #74% 8 4 R VAR BAE A5 (MESI SISU)
KR EETEIR KREFBERFREHRL”

CEH P & GFBLARD
4P

# K
B RFAEEFEA A

gk @iEKF
2018494

MESI Annual Report 2018

The English peer-reviewed quarterly journal Asian Journal of Middle Eastern and
Islamic Studies (AJMEIS) was published by Routledge, an internationally renowned
academic publishing house. In September 2018, the journal was awarded the
internationalization demonstration project of SISU. The website of the MESI was
updated on average more than four times per week, and our WeChat public account
(MESI_SISU) received the “Academic Communication Award for New Media on
Campus” from the Propaganda Department of the Party Committee of the university.
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3.10 #:4-% " Social Influence
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In 2018, the MESI ranked the fifth in the list of the most influential university
think tanks by State Information Center in the “Belt and Road” Big Data Report 2018

and was selected as one of the top university think tanks of China by Nanjing University

and Guangming Daily.
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4. FHE4% IMPORTANT ACTIVITIES

4.1 ZJ23L Conferences held by the MESI
4.1.1 Fx4& B B4 International Conferences (co-host)
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The 6th International Forum on Asia and the Middle East: The Middle East Security and Development

On September 15-16, the 6th International Forum on “Asia and the Middle East:
The Middle East Security and Development” was held at Shanghai International
Studies University. This forum was co-sponsored by the Middle East Studies
Institute of SISU, China Middle East Society and the Middle East Center of the
Oxford University. More than 160 experts, scholars, diplomats, businessmen and
media persons from more than 20 countries and regions including China, the UK,
France, the US, Canada, Switzerland, Australia, Egypt, Iraq, Algeria, United Arab
Emirates, Sudan, Turkey, Israel, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, India, Singapore, and the
Philippines attended the forum.
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On April 19-20, the Central and Southwest Asia Research Center of University of
Montana, Middle East Studies Institute of Shanghai International Studies University,
and Montana World Affairs Council co-held 16th International Conference on Central
Asia and Southwest Asia in University of Montana, the United States. More than 100
diplomats, scholars, experts and businessmen from countries including the US, China,
Israel, Iran, Syria and Palestine attended the conference. The MESI has dispatched a
delegation for the conference in seven consecutive years.
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Over 40 experts and scholars from over 10 countries attended an international
symposium on Political Prospect of Settling Syrian Issue, which was jointly held
between May 13 to 14, 2018 by Shanghai Institutes for International Studies (SIIS) and
the MESL
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4.1.2 £ 7FH 2L Domestic Conferences
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On August 18, academic conference on “New Development of International Anti-
terrorism and Security Environment Assessment of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor”
was held in Kashgar, Xinjiang of China. This conference was co-held by Kashgar
University, University of International Relations, China Institute of International
Studies and the MESI. More than 200 experts and scholars from 50 universities, think
tanks and governmental institutes, as well as more than 60 teachers and students of

Kashgar University attended the opening ceremony and the academic conference.
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On November 17, the “Middle East Regional Situation Seminar and the 2019
Topic Planning Meeting for Arab World Studies” was held at Shanghai International
Studies University. The seminar and meeting was jointly organized by the MESI and
the editorial department of Arab World Studies. More than 40 experts, scholars, media
people and graduate students from more than 10 universities and institutions across
China attended the meeting.
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On November

18, the research
promotion meeting for
the Major Projects of
the NSSFC was held.
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On May 26, the 2nd Shanghai Middle East Studies Forum was successfully held
in Shanghai Institutes for International Studies. The forum was co-held by Shanghai
Institutes for International Studies, China Middle East Society, Shanghai Institute of
International Relations, the MESI of Shanghai International Studies University,
Institute of International Studies of the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences and the
Turkish Research Center of Shanghai University. More than 70 people from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, domestic universities and research institutions, and the
media attended the forum.
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On January 16, the
Symposium on “China’s Partici-
pation in the construction of |

ports along the Maritime Silk
Road” was held by the MESI.
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On March 25, the 2018 Working Conference of the Academic Committee of the
MESI and the “Current Middle East Situation and China’s Middle East Diplomacy”
Seminar was held at the Hongkou Campus of SISU. More than 10 experts and scholars
from Fudan University, Beijing Foreign Studies University, University of International
Business and Economics, Ningxia University, China Middle East Society, Shanghai
Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, and China Arabia National Research Institute attended
the conference.
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4.2 ZE IR A Lectures and Workshops held by the MESI

42.1 %5 B31Z1% % %) 3 & Lectures on Construction of Think Tank
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The Dynamics of the Gulf
Divisions in the New Era: The
Cases of Saudi-Qatar and Saudi-
Iran Discords

Israel’ s Policy in the Middle East
in the Post-Arab Spring Era

Historiography of the Middle East:
Present in the Light of Past
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Syrians’ Perception of Statehood
under Conflict
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“E BEE 1 The Lecturers
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422 P &R KRG EHFF Y K Workshop on Middle East Regional and
Country Studies
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On June 26, 2018, the fifth workshop on Middle East regional and country studies
“The internal affairs and the diplomacy after the Turkish election” was held by the
MESI. This workshop was co-organized by the Turkish Research Projects Group of the
MESI and the editorial department of Arab World Studies. More than 10 scholars and
media reporters who engaged in Turkish studies from universities such as Shanghai
University, Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, Fudan University and
Shanghai International Studies University participated in the workshop.
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4.3 Hi7#EA Visit and Reception
43.1 T&H 75 Important Visits
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21 ey 2P 2, AR EXEE” BIRFiTa

On April 13 - 14, Professor LIU Zhongmin, Director of the MESI, led a delegation
to participate in the international symposium “The Link between Turkey and China in
Izmir under the Framework of the ‘Belt and Road Initiative’: Economic, Social and
Cultural Cooperation in the 21st Century”.

O8A1HE2H, IMEREFT
K F | Ade 2 35 B S K 5 34T 89
%9 BB HALFRFR

On August 1 -2, the 9th Annual Gulf

Research Meeting, University of Cambridge,
Britain

}Doha Conference on

mwmﬂ%lj O2A20B8 %21 H, THRHEREFTEREE
BT =R S ERFERNTELS .

On February 20 -21, Professor DING Jun attended the

L

13th Doha Conference of Interfaith Dialogue in Qatar.
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On September 18, Professor SUN
Degang started a one-year government-
sponsored  visiting scholar research
program at Harvard University. On
October 6th, he participated in the
“Conference on Explaining Sectarianism:
Community, Competition, and Conflict”
held by the School of Law and Diplomacy
of Tufts University. On November 13 - 14,
he attended the “Reorganizing the Middle
East, 1912-1948” Conference at Harvard

University.

O3 A 298, RBITWT KFEE, KRARMEZSm “F HIL
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On March 29, at the invitation of the City University of Macau, Professor ZHU
Weilie participated in the “China Diplomacy Lecture Hall” series of lectures.

O4 APy, kM EAFIT S BI5 P W AT 548 A B iR AT R 5 R
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In mid-April, Professor ZHU Weilie was invited to visit the Center for Research &
Intercommunication Knowledge of the Saudi Arabia Think Tank. During the visit,
Professor Zhu also made two academic reports on the 16th and 17th.

O1l A28 Z3 8, #HAAIFTRAERERNFRE K F
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On November 2-3, QIAN Xuming attended the 11th Annual Meeting of the
American Society of African and Middle Eastern Studies and related academic
activities in Washington, D.C.
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4.3.2 B4RIEELF Reception of Delegations

CLA 15 8, H&eM bt SRED—IT 6 AT,
On January 15, delegation of Brookings Doha Center (BDC) visited MESI.

O3 A 23 8, AEFIEREEFLHRED—IT 6 AkiF.
On March 23, delegation of Institute for National Security Studies of Israel visited

MESI
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C4 A8 B, FRFEAFEKERED TS ARiT
On April 8, delegation of Imam Sadiq University of Iran visited MESIL.
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O4A258, BFELLRARERLYIER—IT,
On April 25, researchers of the MESI participated in the meeting with the former
Prime Minister of Egypt Sharif and his delegation.
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On May 7, Qatar’s Ambassador to China, Sultan Salmeen Almansouri,
accompanied by the honorary adviser of the MESI, Gaafar Karal Ahmed, visited MESI.

OS5 A 11 B, REBKFEE, BUEFTEFEH R ST ER
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On November 5, delegation of University of Lebanon visited MESI.
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O6 A 298, BEFLFRAFLEREE KT
On June 29, delegation of Royal Institute for Strategic Studies (Morocco), visited
MESL
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O8 A 27 B, FRAHAEFRXREART,
On August 27, delegation of the Institute of Social and Cultural Studies under the
Ministry of Science and Technology of Iran, visited MESIL.
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G916 B, FERF T EFSKRER—TRIT
On September 16, delegation of the Middle East Center of University of Oxford
visited MESL

C9ORA 188, AEEAFHITXREBERESRED,
On September 18, researchers of the MESI participated in the meeting with the
delegation of Iran’s Strategic Council on Foreign Relations (ISCFR).
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Q10 A 158, 252 LB AFRE R LEMERER,
On October 15, researchers of the MESI attended the discussion with the
delegation of Turkey Izmir Province and Honorary Consuls.

Welcome to SISU

O1L A 13 8B, 258 LR FEXRER—1T.
On November 13, researchers of the MESI attended the discussion with the
delegation of Saudi Think Tank.
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