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Abstracts

03 Islamic Factors in Iran’ s Diplomacy of the Post-Khomeini Era: From Rafsanjani to
Ahmadinejad

Abstract Since the unfolding of the Ruhollah Khomeini era there has been a marked decline in
the impact of Islamic factors on Tran’ s diplomacy in general yet it is still impossible to fundamentally
get 1id of the constraints of Khomeini’ s “revolution exportation” diplomatic legacy. Whether in the
relatively moderate period of Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and Mohammad Khatami or in the period of
Ahmadinejad when Iran’ s diplomacy once again turned to hardline and radical TIran’s diplomacy has
neither given up its diplomatic principles of “revolution exportation” nor its long-term goal of
establishing an “Islamic world order”. Supporting the Islamic radical organizations had yet been the
main approaches for the Islam to Iran’ s diplomacy. In the post-Khomeini era the patterns of the
world and the Middle East in particular have undergone profound changes. In response to changes in
the international and regional patterns Iran has actively used Islam to influence regional affairs and
hotspots in the Middle East and Central Asia. In addition Islamic factors have also had a significant
impact on relations between Iran and the West especially the United States. In the postKhomeini era
Iran’ s diplomacy has shown a political pendulum effect with two forces or routes of reform and
conservativeness alternately rising. The Islamic revolutionary diplomacy is relatively weakened when
reformists are in power while relatively strengthened when the conservatives take the office.

Key Words TIran’ s Diplomacy; Islamic Factor; Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani; Mohammad
Khatami; Mahmoud Ahmadinejad

Author LIU Zhongmin Ph.D. Professor Middle East Studies Institute Shanghai International

Studies University.

19 Iran’s Multi-Ethnic Unified National Identity: Construction and Enlightenment

Abstract The Persian culture has been the dominant culture of the Iranian plateau historically.
However successive dynasties of Iran had been multi-ethnic states with the ethnic and cultural diversity
as the important feature in society. In the formation of modern Iranian territory multi-ethnic interaction
made it possible for many cross-border ethnic groups and complex ethnic relationships and ethnic
identity and tribal loyalty of these groups were often higher than their national identity. Therefore
integrating national consciousness and building national identity have become one of the basic tasks of
Iran’ s political modernization. Since Reza Khan established the Pahlavi Dynasty Iranian government
has adopted effective policies to overcome the long-standing pluralistic identity and strengthen its
national identity of all ethnic groups which has successfully safeguarded Iran’ s national unity. The

national identity of contemporary Iranian nationalities is relatively strong. The pursuit of political
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