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Abstracts

The Impacts of Global Energy Transition on Middle East Politics
Niu Xinchun and Chen Jinwen

Abstract: Because of the symbiotic relations between oil and the Middle East, the global energy transition is
bound to affect the international status of the Middle East and the power structure among the countries in the
Middle East. The power gap between rich and poor countries will widen, and the “big politics of small states” in
countries such as the United Arab Emirates and Qatar may become more prominent. As economic development
has become the top priority of national strategy, many hot spots in the Middle East have cooled down, relations
between rival countries have eased, and there are even signs of multilateral economic cooperation. The trend of
the East rising and the West falling is obvious. The reform to tackle the energy transition in the Middle East is a
positive race against time, but it is difficult and uncertain task.

Keywords: energy transition, Middle East politics, oil power

Ideological Transition of the Afghan Taliban
Ding Long

Abstract: After the United States’ military withdrawal from Afghanistan, the Taliban came to power again. The
transformation of its radical ideology will be a determining factor for gaining domestic legitimacy and
international recognition. The Taliban has multiple ideological features, such as emphasizing religious legitimacy,
Pashtun supremacy and sectarianism. For the sake of resistance and governance, the Taliban ideology has
transformed into political pragmatism, showing the tendency of pluralism and tolerance, and paying less attention
to the outward piety. The Taliban has tried to integrate into the international system and abide by international
norms. However, the ideological core of the Taliban has not changed, and it is still within the framework of
Islamism. Taliban’ s ideology will transform into modern Islamism, which is not a successful paradigm of
governance.

Keywords: Afghanistan, Taliban, Deobandi Islam, Pashtun nationalism, Islamism

The Turkey Problem in NATO’s Alliance Structure

Xu Haiyun and Tian Tian

Abstract: Turkey has pursued strong diplomacy since the Syrian civil war, which was in contradiction with the
US and other allies and impacted the NATO alliance. It is called the Turkey problem. The problem is manifested
in Turkey’s failure to comply with NATO s security guideline, publicize internal conflicts in NATO, promote the
involution of the alliance, and engage with Russia outside the alliance. The root of this problem is the rapid

development and decline of the economy in Turkey, NATO’ s structural defects, and the continuous neoliberalism
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