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Abstracts

Transformation and Reconstruction of the Middle East
Regional System

LIU Zhongmin

The regional system refers to an organic whole formed by the interaction and
mutual influence of closely linked actors in the region according to certain
rules, which mainly includes regional actors, regional pattern and regional
order. For a long time, the Middle East regional system has typical
characteristics of dependence and conflict, which made it become one of the
regions with the most serious security deficit, development deficit and
governance deficit in the world. The Middle East regional system is
undergoing profound changes in transformation and reconstruction since the
“Arab Spring” happened in 2011, especially in recent years. From the
perspective of the influence of great power on the Middle East, with the
strategic contraction of the U.S., the influence of great powers on the Middle
East has evolved from unipolar hegemony to multi-polarization. From the
perspective of regional pattern, the international relations in the Middle East
have seen a “reconciliation wave” in the form of easing dialogue due to the
serious overdraft of regional powers. For the perspective of regional actors, the
strategic autonomy of Middle Eastern countries has been significantly
enhanced. In response to the Russia-Ukaine conflict, the Middle Eastern
countries have made rational choices based on their own national interests,
adopted relatively neutral positions, and sought to balance between the U.S.

and Russia. In the perspective of international status and influence, as an
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important part of the “Global South”, the Middle East countries are key forces
and important partners for the countries of the “Global South” to engage in
political, security and development cooperation.

Keywords: Middle East, Regional System, Multi-polarization, Regional

Reconciliation, Strategic Autonomy

A Comprehensive Review on Contemporary Saudi Arabia
Foreign Relation

ZHAO Yuechen

A comprehensive review on contemporary Saudi Arabia’s foreign relations is
essentially a “puzzle” job, which is to establish relationships between
historical materials and fragments. Based on Chinese and English academic
achievements of contemporary Saudi Arabia’s foreign relations, this article
takes evaluates them from three aspects: ideology, core policies and main
relations, trying to uncover the “strange” and “mysterious” veil on the road of
Saudi Arabia’s rise. Contemporary Saudi Arabia’s foreign relations show great
flexibility, but also face great challenges, which are embodied in how to
coordinate the relations between domestic interests, security needs and global
strategy. The complexity of the regional environment and the particularity of
the state system determine that the evolution of Saudi Arabia’s foreign relations
is not short of contradictions. In the future, the compatibility of Saudi Arabia’s
foreign relations thought, the coordination of foreign relation policies, and the
strategic aspects of foreign relations interaction are worthy of in-depth
observation.

Keywords: Saudi Arabia, Foreign Relation, Foreign Policy, The Middle

East, Islam



