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The Formation of “Lungs of City” and Green Space Construction in Nineteenth Century Britain

YAN Yufang
“Lungs of city” as a personified concept played an important role in the green space construction in
nineteenth century London. This metaphor emerged with the rise of “miasma theory” and “natural system”,
when lots of green spaces disappeared as London spread out. With the promotion of public health reformers,
its original meaning changed from “cleaning the air”, “reserving fresh air”, “places for breathing”, “public
recreation places” to green practices, such as park construction, common preservation and burial grounds
transformation into parks, which achieved great success. “Lungs of city” metaphor was duplicated and repro-
duced in its formation. It enabled the public awareness of environment protection to rise. It well responded
to the social concern of that time and also served the contemporary green politics.

Historical Consideration about the Nubian Issue ZHAO Jun

The Nubian issue, which originated in Egypt under the British colonial rule, is a historical problem
that remains till now. Under Nasser and Sadat’s rules, the Nubian issue was prohibited from being dis-
cussed in public. In the late Mubarak regime, the major events of the time provided the opportunity of eth-
nic mobilization and political participation for the Nubians to strive for their basic human rights. Under the
Morsi regime, the Nubians made claims for “the rights of resettlement in the ancestral land” again and a-
gain through forming a cohesive force and an internal ethnic linkage. In 2014, The Nubian issue was writ-
ten into the new constitution, which has become a milestone in the Nubian appeal for collective rights.
However, the Egyptian government is still difficult to solve the Nubian issue completely. The Nubian issue
as a potential negative factor will profoundly affect the social stability and development of Egypt.
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